La Verne Eco Dive Club
Newsletter July
2011

It is half way through 2011 and we have
had a lot happening in our dive club with
many members doing different things
such as travelling, getting more
certifications, joining a volunteer group
or just diving!

In January we had a good meeting to

start the year off, renewing club
memberships and had Ron Springer talk
about Ships to Reefs and the Kawishiwi.

Here is Chip, Suzy and Mike before
descending to 120 feet brrr. We had a
good turn out with Ron Springer, Conrad
Miller, Carlo La Placa and Al Wiscovitch
from the LVEDC.

At the meeting we also enjoyed a video
from Jonathan Blake from his dive trip to
Visaya Islands.
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A little bit of knowledge:
Glossary of Seashell Parts
Aperture: Shell opening.

Columella: The pillar around which the
whorls form their spiral circuit.

Mantle: The outer covering of the soft
parts of a mollusk. I't secretes the
substance that forms the shell.

Operculum: The “trap door” that covers
the aperture when the animal is inside
the shell.

Umbilicus: A small hollow at the base of
the shell.
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Al Wiscovitch Club President
Mike Richer Club V.P

Suzy Degazon Secretary
Jodi Ruby Treasurer
Mike Carter Web Master

MEET 2" Thursday of the Month at
6.30pm I HOP San Dimas.

www.lvedc.com

www.suzydegazon.com



February 2011

In February we had an interesting guest
speaker called Melvin Pasley (Lt.Col ret.
US Army) he did an emotional slide show
and his work was teaching scuba to
disabled veterans, handicapped troupes
returning from war some with emotional
scars some missing limbs.

February was a busy month for the dive
club as we also enjoyed a 2 day trip on
the Bottom scratcher out of San Pedro.

The weather had be raining cold &
miserable ,there was talk of cancellation
but the trip went ahead as planned and
the diving was great on top of which the
hospitality and the food provided by the

staff of Bottom Scratcher was excellent.
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Here the Captain is playing his bagpipes!
It furned out to be a fantastic
experience.

Whites Dry Suit Demo

The club was invited to a dry suit demo at
Aqualung headquarters in San Diego. The
highlight was the tour after the demo as
you had the chance to see behind the
scenes on how Aqualung developed
products, tested them and the companies

they own.

Terri and Dave check out the new line of
Whites Dry Suits. We did have a good
turn-out of club members too.



Aqualung also does a range of special gear
for the Military and that was pretty cool
and fop secret foo!

March 2011

The meeting went well in March many
members were diving or going on nice
vacations. For the meeting we watched a
cool Treasure Hunting Video it was pretty
neat to see and very interesting. Carlo La
Placa also provided a great video of his
trip to Belize and diving the Blue Hole
which we enjoyed very much.
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April 2011

Reefs Video
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May 2011

In May we had Josh Myers a Commercial
Diver come along fo the club meeting

what a lot of fun we had, he talked from
his heart all about the ups and downs of
commercial diving. He shared some fun
stories of his work and some scary
experiences. Explaining to us about how
they search vessels and underwater
searches. He brought a long some of his
work gear to make it hands on every one
enjoyed his presentation.
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In May the club also had a table at
Chamber Night at Long Beach Aquarium,
as always a nice evening to raise money
for the Chamber on Catalina Island. Al
and T always love going to the Aquarium
and enjoy the many different exhibits.
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June 2011

Chris Fuller from Aqualung came out to
the club and did a great presentation of
the new line of scuba gear, he did a great
job of explaining the new line of travel
gear, gear bags and regulators. He also
raffled off some cool prizes, which the
club went crazy for.



The Long Beach Scuba show was also in
June and the highlight for a few of us

was Wyland. Here is Montana watching
Wyland as he does a Whale Muriel.
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Club News

In May our Club President Al, had a very
nasty accident at Catalina Island over
Memorial weekend. He suffered a broken
femur, a detached ACL and fractured
knee cap getting out of the dive park at
Catalina Island. It happened over
memorial weekend and during some very
nasty weather, he will be 12 weeks on
crutches and has already started
therapy.

Congratulations to Liz Ramirez who
became the latest club member to join
the Californian Science Center dive team.

Congratulations to Liz Ramirez who
became the latest club member to join
the Californian Science Center dive
team.While talking to her about her new
volunteer position she shared that while
feeding the fish one of the fish could not
resist Liz and took a tasty bite at her lip!

Web sites ;
www.disabledveteransscubaproject.org
www.reef.org

www.reefseekers.com
www.beneaththesurfacel.com
www.diverkevin.com

www.divenav.com

www.aqualab.us

ablakediving.com

www.smbaykeeper.org

www.frankosmaps.com

AL and Suzy at Chamber Night.


http://www.smbaykeeper.org/

We would like to thank our members and
friends of the dive club.

If you have any photos or articles or dive
news you would like to share we would
love to see them please contact Suzy at

Suzy_ultra@yahoo.com

Seals and Junior divers of June 2011,



Photo by Gregory B. Skomal

Basking sharks (Cetorhinus maximus) are
one of the largest fish in the sea, second
only to whale sharks. They can reach a
maximum size of 45 feet, and are
distinguished from whale sharks by their
pointy snouts, dark grey to brown color,
and gill slits that nearly encircle their
head. Like whale sharks, as well as all the
largest rays and cetaceans, basking
sharks are filter feeders foraging near
the base of the food-web on krill and
other zooplankton. Consequently, they
have no interest in divers, surfers or
swimmers.

Basking sharks are found around the
world but are seen mostly nearshore in
temperate waters where currents act fo
concentrate prey. Off the West Coast

they have most commonly been

documented off Canada and Central
California. In both locations up to the mid
1900s basking sharks, were targeted by
fisheries or eradication programs that
killed a large numbers of individuals.
While historically animals were reported
in the hundreds and thousands, more
recently only a few individuals have been
seen in any given year.

In response to the apparent decline in
local populations, NOAA recently listed
the basking shark as a "Species of
ome reasons for this listing
are the apparent reduction in numbers,
the lack of a recovery in population size
despite 50 years without being targeted,
and lack of information on very basic
aspects of their biology. For example, it
is not known how old basking sharks are
when they first reproduce, where they
have their young, what the range of their
movements are and the structure of their
populations. Collecting this type of
information will help us understand how
both the environment and human
activities  influence  basking  shark
numbers as well as aid in the development
of a recovery plan for basking sharks of f

the West Coast of North America.

To begin fo answer these questions
NOAA Fisheries, Southwest Fisheries
Science Center recently initiated a study
on basking shark off the West Coast. One
component of this study is to use
satellite  technology to frack the



movements of basking sharks and
determine how oceanography influences
where they go and what they do. The
satellite tags will record temperature and
depth throughout the track allowing us to
look at habitat use. To determine the
shark's locations the tag will both link to
GPS satellites when it is at the surface
and record light levels which will allow us
to estimate latitude and longitude.

NOAA scientists were expecting to tag
basking sharks with collaborators off
Canada where they have most commonly
been seen in recent years. However, this
year the forces of nature delivered
unexpected numbers of basking sharks to
our doorstep. On Sunday June 6th, 2010,
a basking shark was tagged with a
satellite tag off Pt. Loma. This is the
first basking shark tagged in the Pacific

If you see a basking shark while you are
on the water and can call from your
vessel, please call John Hyde at (760)
408-7726 or Heidi Dewar at (858) 546-
7023.

Buster our beloved Yellow Lab of 17 years
past away in Suzy s arms with AL on July
12™ 4.15pm he will be greatly missed and

took a huge part of our hearts to doggy
heaven.



